MOMENTUM, a sculptural entrance to Texas A & M University - Corpus Christi.
THE MEANING OF “MOMENTUM?” AS DESCRIBED BY THE ARTIST

MOMENTUM is meant to be seen from long distances and is scaled for this purpose. The
piece is designed to establish a sight line from anywhere on the campus. There is a
magnificent sight line from Ocean Drive where the flow of traffic enters the University.
There is a grand expansive space encapsulated between the Wave Shape and the Five
Spires. - a place for the soul to rest and reflect.

The landscaping is to be a simple one, and will be designed in collaboration with the
Landscaping Department already in place at the school. It will be a return to the
indigenous plantings already in place at Oso Bay thus reinforcing the name, “The Island
University”. I would encourage the planting of wild flowers mixed with King Ranch Blue
Stem Grass. The constant onshore breeze will give wave like motion to the grass. This
movement in conjunction with the wall’s similarity to a ship’s bow will evoke an
unmistakable sense of voyages. MOMENTUM occupies an open field at the Northeastern
end of Texas A& M Corpus Christi campus. Its foundation is the pre existing hill that I
found there over a year ago. I designed three elements to incorporate into this hill

Five Spires. They are thirty-two feet high, twelve feet apart and float eight inches off the
earth’s surface. They are elegantly lighted and topped with a cobalt blue light. The five
spires represent:

1. Strength & Courage

2. Order
3. Movement
4. Accomplishment.
5. Logic

A 275 foot Retaining Wall, that is 19 feet at its highest point. The wall is a ships curve,
making an elegant shape facing Ocean Drive and a strong-pointed ships bow running
along the face of the hill. Floating 3 inches in front of the wall is a four foot stainless steel
banner running across the retaining wall, spelling, “Texas A & M University-Corpus
Christi. The wall represents the sweeping movement of time. On top of the wall sits a

A Wave Shape approximately 30 feet in diameter and conveys a feeling of movement and
possibility. The Wave Shape may offer the viewer the feeling of wind and water and
stands in contrast to feeling of stability in the spires.

The Night view of the entrance:

e The Wave shape will be lit with sodium vapor lighting thus creating a blue green
light similar to moonlight.

° The signage will be a single band of florescent lighting, creating a three
dimensional effect on the floating 4 ft. letters.

° The spires will have an interior light emanating from the slit on the east west side.
Light will also pour from beneath giving the illusion that the spires are floating.
An exterior ground mounted sodium vapor light will light the north south sides.

The Day view of the entrance:
e The stainless steel components will attract and reflect natural light..

Robert Roesch
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